
Roman Empire (monarchy): 31 BC–AD 476 Middle Ages: AD 476–1500 AD 500 
AD 1500  

Late Antiquity: ca. 200–750

Pugachev’s Revolt:  1773–1775

Scientific Revolution: ca. 1550–1727

Military Revolution: ca. late 1400s–late 1600s Modern West: 
ca. 1789–

Modern West: 
ca. 1789–

AD 1500 AD 1600 AD 1700 

AD 1500 
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NATIONAL STORIES: America, Russia, Poland

E A R LY  M O D E R N  W E S T

SCIENTIFIC AND MILITARY REVOLUTIONS

Early Modern West: ca. 1500–1789

Vidus Vidius, De Anatome Corporis Humani:  1611

Peter the Great of Russia: 1682–1725

Gothic invasions: 4th–5th centuries

Ptolemy: ca. 87–150

Development of scholasticism

Nicholaus Copernicus: 1473–1543
William Perkins: 1558–1602

William Shakespeare: 1564–1616

Sir Francis Bacon: 1561–1626

Galileo Galilei: 1564–1642

Prince Maurice of Nassau: 1567–1625

Johannes Kepler: 1571–1630

John Donne: 1572–1631

Thomas Hobbes: 1588–1679

René Descartes: 1596–1650

John Wilkins: 1614–1672

Blaise Pascal: 1623–1662

Jean Mabillon: 1632–1707

Isaac Newton: 1642–1727

Daniel Defoe: 1660–1731

Alexander Pope: 1688–1744

Galileo’s Starry Messenger:  1610

Execution of Mervyn Touchet, the earl of Castlehaven:  1631
Invention of the bayonet:  late 1600s

Emergence of classicism:  ca. 1700 Parallax observed:  nineteenth CenturyIntroduction of gunpowder and development of trace italienne:  late 1400s

Pikemen displacing knights:  ca. 1500
Development of the caracole:  ca. 1600

Table of Ranks issued in Russia: 1722

French and Indian War: 1754–1763 
Seven Years’ War: 1756–1763

Declaration of Independence:  1776

United States achieves independence:  1783

French Revolution: 1789
Adoption of current constitution in United States: 1789

Final partition of Poland:  1795

William Penn: 1644–1718 Catherine the Great of Russia: 1762–1796

Boston Tea Party:  1773
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AD 1500 

AD 1600 AD 1700 

AD 1800 

Modern West: 
ca. 1789–

Modern West: 
ca. 1789–

NATIONAL STORIES: France

Early Modern West: ca. 1500–1789

Early Modern West: ca. 1500–1789

NATIONAL STORIES: Germany

Early Modern West: ca. 1500–1789

LABOR

Modern West: 
ca. 1789–

The Fronde: 1648–1653 War of the Spanish Succession: 1701–1714

Louis XIII: 1610–1643
Louis XV: 1715–1774Louis XIV: 1643–1715

Madame de Pompadour: 1721–1764
Louis XVI: 1774–1792

Marie Antoinette: 1755–1793

Diplomatic Revolution: 1756

Diplomatic Revolution: 1756

Edict of Nantes issued: 1598

Last meeting of the Estates General 
until 1789: 1614

Gabelle imposed on Béarn: 1664

Berlin population 14,000: 1618

The Thirty Years’ War: 
1618–1648

Elector Frederick William
(the “Great Elector”): 1640–1688

Edict of Restitution issued: 1629

Peace of Westphalia: 1648
Berlin population 6,000: 1648

Recess of Brandenburg issued: 1653 Berlin population: 100,000: 1700s

Growing reliance on putting out system ca. 1500–1800

Millions of African slaves imported to the New World: seventeenth and eighteenth centuries

Rapid expansion of sugar plantations in the New World: seventeenth century

Acceleration of Enclosure in England: 
ca. 1660–1800

Cardinal Richelieu: 1585–1642

Modern West: 
ca. 1789–

AD 1800 AD 1500 AD 1600 AD 1700 
Early Modern West: ca. 1500–1789

NATIONAL STORIES: Britain

English Revolution: 1642–1660
Commonwealth/Interregnum:  1649–1660Personal Rule of Charles I of England:  1629–1640

James I of England: 1603–1625
and VI of Scotland: 1567–1625

William Laud: 1573–1645

Charles I: 1625–1649

Oliver Cromwell: 1599–1658
Charles II: 1660–1685

James II: 1685–1688

William Penn: 1644–1718

William (III) and Mary (II): 1689–1702

Robert Walpole: 1676–1745

Charles I introduces Book of Common Prayer
into Scotland and Scots rebel: 1637

Long Parliament summoned in England: 1640
Catholic rebellion in Ireland: 1641

Civil War between Charles I and 
Parliament breaks out in England: 1642

Charles I of England executed: 1649

Restoration: 1660

Emergence of Whigs and Tories: 1680s

Glorious Revolution: 1688

Bill of Rights: 1689

Triennial Act: 1694

Act of Settlement: 1701

War of the Spanish Succession: 1701–1714

Acceleration of enclosure in 
England: ca. 1660–1800
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