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First cities emerge: ca. 3500 BC

Sargon unites cities under Akkad:
ca. 2300–2252 BC

Gutean invasion: ca. 2150 BC

Gudea unites cities under Lagash: 
ca. 2050 BC

Amorite Invasions: ca. 2004 BC

City of Ur unites cities: 
ca. 2112–2004 BC Hammurabi unites cities under Babylon: 

ca. 1800–1500 BC3000
BC
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Rectangular huts replace circular huts
among the Natufian people: ca. 9000–7000 BC

Kassite invasions:  ca. 1500 BC

H E B R E W S

2000
BC

Hebrews occupy Canaan:
13th c. BC

Formation of Kingdoms of 
Israel and Judaea: 
late 9th c. BC

Natufian people settle in eastern
Mediterranean:  ca. 10,000 BC

Neolithic Revolution:  ca. 8000 BC
2,000 people living in Jericho: ca. 8000 BC

Early settlement of Jericho:  ca. 10,000 BC

E G Y P T

Egypt unified: ca. 3100 BC

Early Dynastic Period:
ca. 3100–2686 BC

500
BC

Old Kingdom:
ca. 2686–2181 BC

1st Intermediate Period:
ca. 2181–2025 BC

2nd Intermediate Period:
ca. 1660–1550 BC

Middle Kingdom:
ca. 2025–1660 BC

New Kingdom:
ca. 1550–1075 BC

Tutankhaton:  1360–1350 BC

Assyrian conquest of Israel:
722 BC Babylonian conquest of Judaea

(Babylonian captivity) and destruction
of first Jewish temple: 588 BC

Romans destroy second
Jewish temple: AD 70

early 15th c.: Hatshepsut
Hammurabi, king of Babylon: 1792–1750 BC

Amenhotep IV/Akhenaton:  1377–1360 BC

Cyrus the Great of Persia restores
Hebrews to Judaea: 559-530

A S S Y R I A N S  A N D
P E R S I A N S

2000
BC

Assyrian Empire:
ca. 1300–612 BC

Persian Empire: 
ca. 550–330 BC

Appearance of iron: ca. 1200 BC Death of last Persian emperor
while pursued by Alexander the Great: 330 BC

G R E E K  W O R L D

2000
BC

Mycenaean Civilization:
ca. 2000–1000 BC

Minoan Civilization:
ca. 2000–1450 BC

Archaic Period: 
ca. 800–500 BC

Classical Period: 
ca. 500–323 BC

Dark Ages: 
ca. 1000–800 BC

Parthenon built: 5th c. BCHesiod: 8th c. BC
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