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van Ghent, Pedro Berruguete, Piero della Francesca, Melozzo da Forlì, and Sanzio, the court 
painter who was also the father of Raphael. In addition to art, the duke collected eminent 
men of all professions as members of his court. No fi gure of the eminence of Petrarch or 
Leonardo ever resided with him as they did with the Visconti and Sforza of Milan, but a 
number of lesser fi gures, not the least of whom was Pietro Bembo, contrived to make the 
Montefeltro court recognized for taste, elegance, and decorum throughout Europe.   

 How did Federigo da Montefeltro do it? How could one man, however gifted, bring 
about such a renaissance in such an impoverished territory? Although by taste and temper-
ament a patron, Federigo lacked the resources of his contemporaries Lorenzo de’Medici 
or Lodovico il Moro. He had to live by war; and he did so brilliantly and honorably, even 
elegantly. He never lost a single encounter with the enemy, and he never let war get too 
near to his beloved Urbino. His reputation was such that he could demand the highest fees 
for his services, and he was almost always scrupulously honest and honorable, traits alto-
gether absent from the traditional  condottiere  character. For example, when Venice feared 
that Urbino might take advantage of a disastrously managed campaign during a peninsular 
war, the Senate off ered Federigo 80,000 ducats to keep the peace and maintain the friend-
ship between them. Federigo refused the money and assured the republic of his honor, 
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Map 9.5 Le Marche, 
including Urbino
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