
and the house declined. In 1598 Ferrara itself was captured by a papal army and incor-
porated into the states of the Church, again because of the succession of an illegitimate 
heir whom the pope refused to recognize. The imperial vicariates of Modena and Reggio 
continued to be ruled by the Este, as the Holy Roman Emperor recognized the illegiti-
mate branch that the Church did not. This line of the family ceased to rule in 1796, when 
Napoleon expelled the last duke and incorporated the territories into the French puppet 
state of the Cispadane Republic. 
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Map 9.4 The Urban Plan of 
Ferrara. The fi rst successful 
example of Renaissance town 
planning, Ferrara has been 
designated a World Heritage 
site. The plan was the vision of 
Duke Ercole d’Este, who saw 
the need for a new, modern 
quarter to allow for a larger 
population. The medieval center 
of Ferrara is shaded in lilac on 
the map; around it, in gold, lie 
the straight, wide streets and the 
massive new walls (in brown). 
This area was named in honor 
of the duke: addizione erculea
(Herculean Addition). Architect 
Biagio Rossetti (c. 1477–1516) 
designed the area according to 
Renaissance humanist principles, 
with palaces and other structures 
powerfully refl ecting the 
infl uence of ancient building.
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