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Milan, virtually all of northwestern Italy was at some time brought under Milanese hege-
mony and subsequently well administered by Visconti offi  cials. A woolen manufacturing 
industry was established, as was the cultivation of silkworms. Trade in all forms was 
supported, and Milan’s great armaments industry furnished the materiel for many of 
Europe’s wars. Because of this enlightened patronage, the city grew increasingly rich. 
Hence the populace was able to pay more easily the excessive Visconti taxation and better 
able, too, to ignore its own almost complete lack of political liberty. Also, the city was 
beautifi ed and made famous for its paved streets, marble façades, and remarkable Italian 
Gothic cathedral. Indeed, patronage of art was practiced lavishly in Milan, a tradition that 
in our period begins with Giovanni Visconti’s reception of Petrarch in 1353 and continues 
through Leonardo da Vinci’s residence there under Lodovico il Moro. 

 Petrarch’s host, Giovanni Visconti (1290–1354), well illustrates the character of the 
Milanese  signori.  Not only secular lord of his city but also archbishop of Milan, he ruled 
in addition the towns of Parma, Brescia, Lodi, Piacenza, Bergamo, Como, Asti, and even-
tually Bologna, as well as dozens of lesser municipalities and castles. To acquire Bologna 
from the papacy, he endured excommunication (the fi rst of four such papal rebukes during 
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