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be abandoned, and Venice entered the lists as another aggressive Italian state, linked in 
allegiance with others and open to attack.   

 The reasons for this policy of territorial expansion were simple. First, the city had 
grown and now had to import much of its food supply; a territorial state in the Veneto 
would therefore secure the feeding of the city. Second, the monopoly on long-distance 
eastern trade was the cornerstone of Venetian mercantile policy; however, the distribution 
of those luxury goods to the rest of Europe necessitated control of the passes through the 
Alps and even up the Rhine. If a hostile power—the Holy Roman Empire, Milan, or the 
papacy, for example—was to establish a strong state on the mainland adjacent to Venice, 
those routes would be closed. Hence, Venice decided to forestall such threats by building 
a territorial state in Italy to protect its exposed landward side. 

 The initial step in this policy was Venice’s peninsular war against Verona, at that time 
the most powerful state in the region. As a consequence, in 1339 Venice acquired her fi rst 
mainland territory, the rich March of Treviso. Following this success, perilous confl icts 
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Map 8.1 Venice and the 
Terraferma, including Dalmatia.
The Venetian Terraferma empire 

included territory at the head 
of the Adriatic, the Istrian 

peninsula, and the Dalmatian 
coast of what is now Croatia.
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