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 Joseph’s policies produced crisis. The Austrian Netherlands rebelled in 1789. The 
Hungarian nobility considered rebellion and asked for support from Prussia, the Habsburgs’ 
chief rival since the seizure of Silesia. Reports of noble unrest poured in from the other 
Habsburg lands. Joseph, dying, despaired; he revoked most of his reforms. But these 
concessions, sealed by Joseph’s death, resolved the crisis in the Habsburg lands. Outright 
rebellion did not materialize beyond the Austrian Netherlands. Nor did resistance to the 
government come to be dominated by the language of the Enlightenment, as it had in 
America or would be in France and Latin America. Moreover, the Habsburgs kept their 
collection of thrones. In France, however, events were proceeding diff erently. 
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Map 8.1 : Germany 
and Habsburg 
family lands in the 
eighteenth century. 

UTP ShapingWestCiv-F.indd   339 13-08-30   3:46 PM


