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who has entered a museum that is free of charge, and yet fi nds that admission requires a 
ticket on which a “donation” of a certain amount is listed, will see how practice can mask 
theory. Entry does not feel free, and the museum has good reason for it not to. The fact 
that Tetzel’s task was to raise money to recover costs associated with the archbishop of 
Mainz’s dispensation for pluralism (see 5.4) only added insult to injury. 

 But in attacking indulgences, Luther found himself taking theological positions that 
the church would not accept. In a manner reminiscent of the doctrinal battles of the 
early church (see 4.3), the confl ict led Luther and his opponents to refi ne their thinking, 
widening the confl ict. What ideas did Luther end up spelling out? 
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Map 6.1: Europe ca. 1500
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