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his lifetime for this archbishop, who was said to have celebrated mass only once in his 
career) and sustained constant war against Avignon. He ultimately won Bologna through 
a 200,000-fl orin bribe in 1352, the year before Petrarch left papal Avignon for Milan. 
During his eight years at the Visconti court, based variously in Parma and Milan, Petrarch 
composed his famous  Trionfi  , in which he portrays the power of man’s spirit to overcome 
all obstacles, including time and death; and he also wrote more of his beloved Laura in 
Milan, expanding the  canzoniere.

 Giovanni Visconti’s heirs continued his glorifi cation of the city, especially Galeazzo 
(1320–78), Giovanni’s nephew, who embarked upon a policy of making Milan a European 

STEFANO

Lord of Arona 1325
d. 1327

m. Valentina, daughter of Bernabò Doria

MATTEO II

Lord of Milan 1354
d. 1355

m. Gigliola, daughter 
of Filippino Gongaza

d. 1356

GALEAZZO II

Lord of Milan 1354 d. 1378
m. Bianca of Savoy

d. 1387

VIOLANTE

d. 1376
m. a) Lionel of Antwerp, Duke of 

Clarence d. 1361
b) Secondollo Paleologo, Marquis of 

Monferrato d. 1378
c) Ludovico, son of Bernabò Visconti d. 1404

Gian Galeazzo
Count of Virtù 1361, Lord of Milan 1378

Duke of Milan 1395–1402
m. a) Isabelle de Valois d. 1372

b) Caterina, daughter of Bernabò Visconti
d. 1404

CATERINA

d. 1382
m. Ugolino 

Gonzaga

a) VALENTINA

d. 1408
m. Louis de Valois, 

Duc d’Orléans
d. 1407

a) AZZONE a) CARLO b) Giovanni Maria
Duke of Milan 1402–12

m. Antonia Malatesta

b) Filippo Maria
Duke of Milan 1412–27

m. a) Beatrice Balbo Lascaris, 
Countess of Tenda d. 1418

b) Maria of Savoy
d. pre-1469

(by Agnese del Maino)
Bianca Maria (illeg.)

m. Francesco Sforza 
Duke of Milan 1450–66

MARCO

d. 1382
m. Elizabeth of 

Bavaria
d. 1382

VALENZA

d. 1393
m. Pierre I de 

Lusignan, King of 
Cyprus

VERDE

d. 1403
m. Leopold III of

Habsburg, Count of 
the Tyrol

AGNESE

d. 1391
m. Francesco 

Gonzaga

ANTONIA

m. Eberhard III, 
Countof 

Württemberg

CATERINA

d. 1404
m. Gian Galeazzo 
Visconti, Duke of 

Milan

MADDALENA

d. 1404
m. Frederick, Duke 
of Bavaria-Landshut

LUCIA

d. 1427
m. a) Frederick, 

Landgrave of Thuringia 
and Margrave of Misnia

b) Edmund Holland, 
3rd Earl of Kent

ELISABETTA

della Piccinina
m. Ernst, Duke of 

Bavaria

(by Montanina Lazzari)
SAGROMORO (illeg.)

d. 1385
m. a) Elizabeth of 
Bavaria d. 1382

b) Achilletta Marliani

(by Beltramola Grassi)
AMBROGIO (illeg.)

d. 1373
ASTORRE (illeg.)

d. 1413

ELISABETTA (illeg.)
m. Lutz Wirtinger 
von Landau (Lucio 

Lando)

ISOTTA (illeg.)
m. Carlo Fogliani

DONNINA (illeg.)
m. John Hawkwood 

(Giovanni Acuto)

RODOLFO

d. 1389
LODOVICO

d. 1404
m. Violante, daughter 

of Galeazzo II 
Visconti

CARLO

d. 1404
m. Beatrice 
d’Armagnac

GIAN CARLO d. 1418

GIANMASTINO

d. 1405
VALENTINA

m. Antonio Gentile 
Visconti

Lord of Belgioioso

TADDEA

d. 1381
m. Stephen III, 

Duke of 
Bavaria-Ingolstadt

(by Agnese Mantegazza)
GABRIELE MARIA (illeg.)

Lord of Pisa 1402–05
d. 1408

BERNABÒ

Lord of Milan 1354–85
d. 1385

m. Regina Della Scala
d. 1384
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