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 During the remainder of Alfonso’s lifetime, the two ancient parts of the southern 
Italian kingdom were united. When in power, Alfonso attempted to strengthen the central 
authority and benefi t the poor, feudal South. He invested in necessary public works, 
draining marshes and patronizing the construction of buildings in the classical, Vitruvian 
style, as well as rebuilding the city’s defensive walls. Personally highly cultivated, Alfonso 
patronized scholars, such as Lorenzo Valla, who while in Naples wrote his revelation of 
the Donation of Constantine as a forgery, providing support for his king’s struggle with 
the pope. Alfonso read classical authors, particularly the historians, and campaigned with 
their manuscripts always in his baggage. He even attempted to support trade and urban life 
in his territory, which with the exception of the city of Naples had not greatly benefi ted 

Alfonso the Magnanimous
King of Aragon (V), Catalonia (IV)

Sicily and Sardinia 1416, and Naples (I) 1442–58
m. Maria of Castille

(by Giraldonna Carlino)
Ferdinando I (Ferrante)

Duke of Calabria
King of Naples 1458–94

m. a) Isabella di 
Chiaromonte d. 1465

b) Giovanna of Aragon, 
daughter of John II, 

King of Aragon

ELEONORA (illeg.)
Duchess of Amalfi

m. a) Raimondo Orsini del Balzo, 
Duke of Gravina

b) Marino Marzano, 
Duke of Sessa

a) Alfonso II
Duke of Calabria

King of Naples 1494, 
abd. 1495 d. 1495
m. Ippolita Maria 

Sforza d. 1488

a) Federico
(Prince of Altamura 

and of Squillace)
King of Naples 1496,

abd. 1501 d. 1504
m. a) Anna of Savoy 

d. 1480
b) Isabella del Balzo 

d. 1533

b) FERDINANDO

(Prince of Taranto, 
Duke of Calabria) d. 1550

m. a) Germaine 
de Foix d. 1538

b) Mencía di Mendoza

a) CARLOTTA

m. Guy XVI 
de Laval

a) GIULIA

d. 1542
m. Gian Giorgio

Paleologo, 
Marquis of 
Monferrato

MARIA (illeg.)
d. 1460

m. Antonio 
Piccolomini 
Todeschini, 

Duke of Amalfi

FERDINANDO 

(illeg.)
Duke of Montalto

ENRICO (illeg.)
Marquis of Gerace

d. 1478
m. Polissena 

Centegli

LUIGI

Marquis of Gerace
m. Battistina Cibo

Cardinal 1494
d. 1519

(by Giulia Campana)
TULLIA (illeg.)

d. 1556

CARLO

Marquis of Gerace
m. Ippolita d’Avalos

GIOVANNA

m. Alfonso 
Piccolomini 

Todeschini, Duke 
of Amalfi

CATERINA

m. Gentile Orsini, 
Count of Nola

a) ELEONORA

d. 1493
m. Ercole I d’Este, 
Duke of Ferrara

a) BEATRICE

d. 1508
m. Matthia Corvinus, 

King of Hungary

a) GIOVANNI

d. 1485
Cardinal

a) FRANCESCO

Duke of S. 
Angelo

Ferdinando II
(Ferrandino)

(Prince of Capua, 
Duke of Calabria)

King of Naples 
1495–96

m. Giovanna of 
Aragon, daughter of 

Ferdinando I

ISABELLA

d. 1524
m. Gian Galeazzo 

Maria Sforza, 
Duke of Milan

ALFONSO (illeg.)
Duke of Bisceglie

d. 1500
m. Lucrezia 

Borgia

SANCIA (illeg.)
Princess of Squillace

m. Giuffrè Borgia

ANTONIO I

Duke of Montalto
MARIA

d. 1568
m. Alfonso d’Avalos, 

Marquis of Vasto 
and Pescara

b) GIOVANNA

m. a) Leonardo Della 
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b) Ferdinando II, 
King of Naples

MARIA (illeg.)
d. 1449

m. Leonello d’Este, 
Marquis of Ferrara

(by Trusia Gazzella)
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