
 TWELVE: MEDICI POPES AND PRINCES250

for Florence, Lorenzo died young before the indignant citizens could revolt against his 
tyranny. He did leave a daughter, however, born only a few days before his death: Catherine 
de’Medici (1519–89), destined to become Queen of France as consort to Henry II. 

 The search for a new Medici governor of Florence led back to Rome. Lorenzo was 
succeeded by Giulio de’Medici (1478–1534), his cousin, the illegitimate son of Lorenzo 
the Magnifi cent’s brother, Giuliano, who had been killed in the Pazzi Conspiracy of 1478, 
dying unaware that one of his mistresses was pregnant. Through Medici infl uence, forgery, 
and persuasion, Giulio had been named a cardinal, despite canon law that forbids bastards 
from holding such church offi  ces. Florence, however, was very lucky in the young Cardinal 

1. Descendants of Cosimo di Giovanni di Bicci de’Medici

AVERARDO DETTO BICCI

d. 1363

FRANCESCO Giovanni
(1360–1439)

m. Piccarda de’ Bueri

Cosimo
(1389–1464)

m. Contessina de’ Bardi d. 1472

Piero 
(1416–69)

m. Lucrezia Tornabuoni 
(1425–82)

GIOVANNI

m. Ginevra degli Albizzi

MARIA

m. Leonetto Rossi
BIANCA

m. Guglielmo de’ Pazzi
LUCREZIA

(Nannina)
m. Bernardo Rucellai

Lorenzo II Magnifico
(1449–92)

m. Clarice Orsini

GIULIANO

(1453–78)

Piero
(1472–1503)

m. Alfonsina Orsini

Lorenzo,
Duke of Urbino

(1492–1528)
m. Madeline de la 
Tour d’Auvergne

FRANCIS II

m. Mary Queen 
of Scots

ELIZABETTA

m. Philip II 
of Spain

CLAUDIA

m. Henri, 
Duke of Lorraine

CHARLES IX

m. Elizabeth of 
Austria

FRANCIS,
Duke of Alençon

HENRY III

m. Louise de 
Vaudemont

MARGUERITA

m. Henry of 
Navarre

CHRISTINE

m. Ferdinando I
Alessandro
(1511–37)

m. Margaret of Austria
(1521–86)

CLARICE

m. Filippo Sforzi
IPPOLITO (?)

(1510–35)
Giulio, Clement VII

(1478–1534)

?

CATHERINE

m. Henry II of France
(1519–89)

Cosimo I

Giovanni, Leo X
(1475–1521)

GIULIANO,
Duke of Nemours

(1479–1516)
m. Philiberte of Savoy

MADDALENA

m. Franceschetto 
Cibò

LUCREZIA

m. Iacopo Salviati
LUIGIA

(died as a child)
CONTESSINA

m. Piero Ridolfi

COSIMINO

(died as a child)

LORENZO

?

MARIA SALVIATI

m. Giovanni delle Bande Nere
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